🗓️ Lesson 20 – 60 Minutes (Speaking Practice)
🤖 Theme: Automation & the Future of Jobs
IELTS Speaking Practice – Band 6.5 level
📖 Key Vocabulary – Pre-teach Before Class (30 words)
Introduce or review these words with students before starting the lesson so they can use them during speaking practice.
1. automation – the use of technology to perform tasks without human involvement
1. artificial intelligence (AI) – computer systems able to perform tasks requiring human intelligence
1. a robot – a machine capable of carrying out tasks automatically
1. redundancy – the state of being no longer needed, especially in a job
1. efficiency – the ability to achieve results with minimal wasted effort
1. job displacement – the loss of employment due to changing circumstances
1. upskilling – learning new skills to improve one's abilities
1. the gig economy – a labor market characterized by short-term or freelance work
1. a labor market – the supply and demand for workers and jobs
1. mechanization – the introduction of machines to do work previously done by hand
1. an algorithm – a set of rules followed by a computer to solve problems
1. machine learning – a branch of AI where systems learn from data
1. productivity gains – increases in output achieved through efficiency improvements
1. a blue-collar job – manual labor, often in industry or manufacturing
1. a white-collar job – professional or office-based work
1. to streamline a process – to make a process simpler and more efficient
1. structural unemployment – job loss caused by fundamental changes in an economy
1. universal basic income – a proposed system providing all citizens with a regular sum of money
1. a transferable skill – an ability useful across different jobs or industries
1. innovation – the introduction of new methods or ideas
1. to outsource – to have work done by an outside company or worker
1. economic disruption – significant, often sudden change in an economic system
1. adaptability – the capacity to adjust to new conditions
1. lifelong learning – the ongoing pursuit of knowledge throughout one's life
1. a skills gap – the difference between skills employers need and those workers have
1. job security – the assurance that one will keep one's job
1. technological unemployment – job loss caused specifically by advances in technology
1. a safety net program – government support for those affected by job loss
1. to future-proof – to prepare something so it remains useful in the future
1. workforce transformation – significant changes in the nature and structure of the workforce
🕐 0'–10': Warm-up & Opening Question
Purpose: Help everyone relax, get comfortable speaking, and activate ideas.
Teacher asks:
👉 "Do you think machines will eventually do most jobs that humans do today?"
Follow-up questions:
1. What kind of jobs do you think are safest from automation?
1. Does this idea worry you at all?
➡ Each student answers briefly (about 1 minute); the teacher asks 1–2 short follow-ups to keep it natural.
🗣️ 10'–45': IELTS Speaking – Part 2 Practice
Format:
1. 1 minute preparation
1. 1 minute 20 seconds speaking per student
Students choose or are assigned ONE of the topics below:
1. Describe a job you think could be replaced by machines or AI in the future.
You should say:
1. What the job is
1. What tasks it involves
1. Why it could be automated
1. And explain how you feel about this possibility
1. Describe a task that has become easier because of automation.
You should say:
1. What the task is
1. How it used to be done
1. How automation has changed it
1. And explain how this has affected people's lives
1. Describe a skill you think will remain valuable even as automation increases.
You should say:
1. What the skill is
1. Why machines cannot easily replace it
1. How you developed this skill, or could develop it
1. And explain why it will remain important
➡ Timing suggestion: 1 minute for preparation, then start speaking.
💬 45'–55': Follow-up Discussion (Part 3 style)
The teacher chooses questions related to the topics above, for example:
Automation & the Workplace
1. What industries are most affected by automation today?
1. Should governments support workers who lose their jobs to automation?
1. Will automation create as many jobs as it eliminates?
Preparing for the Future
1. What skills should young people develop to remain employable in the future?
1. Should education systems change to prepare students for an automated economy?
1. Do you think a shorter working week could become necessary because of automation?
➡ Students discuss briefly; the teacher adds ideas, vocabulary, and useful structures.
🔑 Useful Vocabulary
1. to render a job obsolete – to make a job no longer necessary or useful
1. to reskill – to learn new skills for a different type of job
1. artificial intelligence – computer systems able to perform tasks that normally require human intelligence
1. a safety net – a system that supports people during hardship, such as job loss
🌟 55'–60': Wrap-up & Closing
1. Quick recap of interesting or strong answers.
1. One student summarizes what they learned today.
1. Thank the teacher for joining.
